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SAVVY HOME

BY LIS KING

l 'l e’d have to cuddle with a chocolate lab instead of a
barking dinosaur, but other than that Fred Flintstone
would have loved to live in the 21st century. That'’s be-

cause here and now, stone is king, throughout the house
and all around the yard.

Carol Creter, president of Curley Stone of Randolph, feels
there are many reasons for stone’s ever-growing popularity.

“First of all, stone is natural and it’s permanent,” she
says. “Now that everybody wants to be ‘green,” those are
important attributes. Stone is also beautiful and versatile.
There’s stone for gorgeous interior surfaces, from floors
and countertops to shower walls and fireplaces, and then
there’s stone for patios, walkways, retaining walls, mulch-
es and much more for great gardens. Since we specialize
in stone for exterior uses, homeowners even buy boulders
from us. We get nice mossy ones from western New Jer-
sey, and once in a while I see a boulder with a fossilized

fern imprint. [ confess I put those aside for myself. They're
so special.”

Landscape designer and contractor Drew Madlinger of
Branchburg points to the fact that even pre-cast concrete
pavers now replicate the classic look of stone. Known for
his creative use of stone in his projects, he nevertheless
veers toward such pavers for driveways and walkways.

“Using de-icer on almost all natural stone is a no-no,”
he explains, “but on concrete pavers it’s fine. So you get
the best from two categories: the good looks of natural
stone and the strength of natural stone and the strength
of concrete.”

STONE TYPES

Scientifically there are hundreds of stone-type iden-
tifications, but when classified for use as building and
landscaping materials, only ten groups are acknowl-
edged. The Marble Institute, a trade association for

Above, restoration work on on old farmhouse including a fireplace, courtesy of John Cortese Masons



stone fabricators and designers, lists
these as granite, limestone, marble, onyx,
quartzite, sandstone, serpentine, slate,
soapstone and travertine.

This means some rocks wind up in the
wrong groups, so don’t be surprised if a ge-
ologist friend informs you that your new
Paradisio granite bar top and your Abso-
lute Black kitchen counters are actually
gneiss and gabbro, respectively. Scientifi-
cally, he’s correct. However, the key is per-
formance, says the Institute. So a rock that
performs like granite gets listed that way.

Is there such a thing as “a bad stone?”
Spyro Katsianis of Aphrodite Marble &
Granite in Forked River says no. “But, of
course, you've got to choose the right
type for the project you have in mind,” he
warns. “Homeowners’ tastes differ. Some
natural stones wear over time, and some
people find this adds to their charm. Other
people want their stone surface to stay pris-
tine and ‘as new.” There are stone types to
suit either taste, but research is definitely
in order.”

GRANITE REMAINS KING

At Aphrodite, which specializes in cus-
tom stonework for kitchens, baths and
fireplaces, granite’s popularity keeps rising,
and Katsianis isn’t surprised. “It comes in
a striking array of colors,” he says, “and
its durability and longevity make it ideal
for kitchen countertops and other heav-
ily used surfaces. It costs anywhere from

$48 to $200 a square foot, and when you
consider its longevity, that makes a granite
countertop a very good buy. Of course, it
hasn’t escaped anybody’s attention that in
today’s real estate market, granite counters
help sell a house.”

The Marble Institute points out another
advantage of granite. Because of its low ab-
sorption rate, it harbors less bacteria than
most countertop materials.

According to Katsianis, the most popu-
lar granites come from Brazil. He says
there aren’t many granite quarries in the
U.S. because color choice here is limited.
“From Brazil, on the other hand, we get a
fantastic array of exotic patterns and col-
ors,” he says.
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Fine Furniture and Interiors

214 Route 10, East Hanover, NJ 07936
073.887.0517

www.wescofinefurniture.com

MARBLE MAKES A COMEBACK

Before granite’s rise in popularity, marble was the most important stone, and
it appears to be making a strong comeback. Designers say marble’s naturally ran-
dom appearance and the patina it develops with wear have always appealed to
traditionalists, but now its inherent warmth and sophistication are bringing in a
new generation of admirers.

“The fact is that marble can be at home anywhere, from country to town settings,
from Victorian to contemporary,” notes Ramsey designer Maria Zampieri. “I specify
it often.”
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For ALL THINGS OLD & RARE
The

Antique Center
of Red Bank

Established 1964

Over 100 Dealers in 2 1 .ocations

226 W. Front St. 195 W. Front St.
732.842.4330 732.842.3393

Exit 109, Garden State Parkway e 1 Block from train & bus

Barbara Carter, a Morristown home-owner, agrees. “I saw a

Monday-Saturday 11-5 * Sunday 12-5 - .
e " = marble floor in a historic building. It was a dark-gray and white

!;{Pf.wm-.a*.v MR DS
i { " ‘::“I"i'-"." v

s i .

checkerboard design, and after over a century’s worth of use, it
had a grace all its own. I plan to replicate it in my foyer.”

Katsianis also finds marble beautiful, but explains that true
marbles are vulnerable to attack by mild acids, including those
commonly found in kitchens. “The homeowner should be aware
of — and accept — the maintenance and patina involved in such
applications,” he warns.

Serpentine stone is often mistaken for marble, but its mineralo-
gy provides greater acid and abrasion resistance than true marble,
so it’s often specified for kitchen counters and exterior projects.

Onyx is another stone confused with marble, but its composi-
tion is different. It’s formed as stalactites and stalagmites in cave
interiors, and its crystalline construction creates the transparency

designers with a taste for luxury find exquisite.

OTHER STONES
NFADE TOLOVE. BUILT TO LASL Both slate and soapstone stand up well to chemicals, but

they’re among the softer stones, so they’ll show scratches and

STARM ARIé wear. Soapstone is famous for its heat resistance and is used as

CABINETRY fireplace surrounds.
Are you among the many admirers of travertine marble? Well,

NIECE KITCHENS NORTHERN VALLEY . : S

2 Flm St. KITCHEN & BATH then you’re in for a surprise. Travertine is not marble, but a type

Lambertville, NJ 152 Veterans Drive of limestone. The design community loves it anyway.

609-397-4032 NOrthvale, N] 7 . 7

. iecekitchens.com 201-768-3920 [ts soft earth-tones are pretty and easy to work with,” notes
www.nvkb.com Zampieri.

Sandstone is used mostly for building exteriors, but quartzite, a

StarMark Cabinetry is ESP certified by the KCMA. Visit www.greencabinetsource.org.

° StarMark Cabinetry is CARB COMPLIANT. rock formed from sandstone, is extremely versatile. Exceptionally
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Courtesy of Aphrodite Marble & Granite

strong, dense and hard, it wears and
weathers well and can be considered for
many applications.

VENEERS WORK

When a product becomes as trendy
as stone, inevitably somebody will fig-
ure out a way to come up with a version
that’s more affordable. In this case, it’s
veneer stone, typically an inch thick and
weighing less than 15 pounds per square
foot. It’s used for exterior and interior
surfaces and Carol Creter says it comes
in handy for second-story installations
where weight could be a problem.

[t's made from natural stone sawn
to a consistent thickness and weight,
but there are also manufactured stone
veneers that mimic the real thing. The
manufactured products consist of a
lightweight concrete mix poured into
molds of different styles and then col-
ored to resemble real stone.

There’s even a quarter-inch granite
veneer that can be installed directly
over an existing countertop or floor.
It consists of 95 percent stone blended
with a polymer for extra strength.
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reflecting your every desire.
View our website portfolio
of creative ideas and visit
our showroom to realize the
variety of inspiring possibili-
ties. Or call us to schedule
an appointment.

Your home is a special place
where everything is inspired
by your unique taste and
ifestyle. Look to Canterbury
Design’'s nationally recognized
award winning designers to
create Kkitchen perfection

B

CANTERBURY
DESIGN

<

Kitchen Interiors

Morristown, NJ « 103 Ridgedale Avenue * 973-539-3339

;
|

ROCKS OF AGES

While countertop designers seem to prefer granites from faraway places,
geologists insist that when it comes to rocks, New Jersey is special.

“You can see one quarter of the earth’s history in New Jersey,” explains Jona-
than Husch, a geochemistry professor at Rider University in Lawrenceville. “You
can find rocks here a billion years old. The trick is to listen to what the rocks
are saying. Take granite, for example. It feels cold and hard, but it used to be as
hot as 2,000 degrees. That's why geologists classify granite as an igneous rock,
meaning fire-formed.”
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Bluestone Flagging courtesy of Curley Stone
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2268 SPRINGFIELD AVENUE VAUXHAULL-UNION, NEW JERSEY 07088

KITCHEN CLASSICGS

KITCHEN & BATH DESIGN CENTER

(908) 964.7101 « THEKITCHENCLASSICS.com
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steps, pool decks and retaining walls. The
family particularly loves the challenge of
historic restoration.

In one recent project, the Corteses came
to the aid of a designer building an addi-
tion to the Stronghold Estate in Bernards-
ville. The original structure dated back to
the late 1800s, and finding new stone to
match the old facade wasn’t possible.

But stones John Cortese III had col-
lected when an old Newark church was
demolished some 20 years earlier did
match. The new addition wound up har-
monizing perfectly with the old one.

“We're usually the first to know when
an old building with valuable old stone
is demolished,” says Anthony. “We take
it in, and sooner or later we find just the
right use for it.”

Another favorite restoration project was
the Bedminster Library, where the Corte-
ses matched not only the stones, but also
the joints.

ADVICE FROM PROS

Most people have a pretty clear idea
about the stonework they want inside
their homes, but they’re less surefooted
when it comes to exterior projects, says
Carol Creter and Drew Madlinger.

“Homeowners come in here not know-
ing what they want to do,” she says. "It
would be so good if they looked through
magazines, took some pictures while on
vacation, that sort of thing. Then we could

help them plan their project and direct
them to the right stone.” @&

RESOURCES
Aphrodite Marble & John Cortese Masons
Granite Basking Ridge,

Forked River, 609.6934450  908.3404/00
www.aphroditemarble www.cortesemasons.com

andgranite.com Monmouth St. Tile

AW Eurostile Tile & Stone  Red Bank, 7329331760
Ocean, 7324931383 www.monmouthsttile.com

www.aweurostile.com "
FHEES Ramsey Building &

Curley Stone Paver Supply
Randolph, 973.361.15668 Ramsey, 201.327. 0404
www.urleystione.com wwwihepaverplace.com

Drew Madlinger Exterior
Design

Branchburg, 908.203.0080
www.MadlingerExterior
Design.com
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Sophisticated « Elegant - Timeless

Diane Durocher, ASID, CID

Ramsey, New Jersey « 201-825-3832
www.dianedurocherinteriors.com « dmd1211@aol.com

Medallion Cabinetry offers nearly 6500 combinations of door styles, wood species and
finishes giving you the inspiration to create the room of your dreams. Visit one of our
our valued dealers below and discover the magic within.
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// CECALMMAALTA

Fleetwood Kitchens & Baths
107 Sherman Ave., Raritan
(908) 722-0126

Chelsea Kitchen and Bath Design Studio

14 Bridgewaters Dr., Suite C, Oceanport
(732) 542-1500

Woodhaven Kitchen & Design Centers e NEW LOCATION

200 James St. 1303 Richmond Ave. 725 E. Bay Ave. 845 Broad St. 246A Ryders Ln.

Lakewood Pt. Pleasant Beach Manahawkin Shrewsbury Milltown
(732) 901-0556 (732) 295-8800 (609) 597-1118 (732) 933-0313 (848) 299-4760
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