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re you yard-obsessed, jealous as you jog past your next-door neighbor’s velvety lawn,
Aogling the magnolia tree down the block, and coveting that rose-covered arbor around
the corner? Then you're not alone. Gardening has become America’s number-one hobby,
according to the National Gardening Association. New Jersey landscaping firms say that
despite a tough economy, homeowners are more interested than ever in improving their
outdoor spaces.

“The snow had barely melted before homeowners started calling,” says Drew Madlinger of
Madlinger Exterior Design in Branchburg. “Perhaps it was the bad winter that made people
long for their gardens, but there’s something else afoot. These days a lot of homeowners
would rather make their own backyard into a resort than travel to one. Right now we’re work-
ing on some very elaborate projects with outdoor kitchens and fireplaces, terraced flower beds
and lawns that can stand up to kids and entertaining.”

PLANNING MATTERS

Anybody driving around the Garden
State knows landscaping firms are ubiqui-
tous. How do you choose the right one?

“There’s more to it than just getting
a quote for what it will cost for a crew
to come in and mow and blow for half
an hour,” warns Mike Kukol, owner of
Horizon Landscape Company in Wyckoff.
“Deal with somebody who understands
plant materials, can design a landscape if
that’s what you need, and keeps up with
great new paving materials, irrigation and
lighting products.”

Madlinger agrees: “Actually the process

requires homeowner to answer almost as

Left, butterfly bush next to pond with waterfalls. Above, natural-style Koi pond. All photos courtesy of Madlinger Exterior Design




many questions as he should ask
the landscaper,” he says. “I al-
ways ask the homeowners what
kind of garden they see in their
minds. But many times that’s
not what suits their property or
lifestyle. Once they've answered
key questions about the way
they’ll use the yard, a different
vision may emerge. Will they ‘
entertain out there? Do they

need a lawn for the Kids to play on? What plants do they like?
How much maintenance can they put up with? Once we have
those answers, we can go ahead and plan a garden they’ll love

”

and that makes sense.

COMMON MISTAKES

Landscapers say many mistakes can be made, but most find
one point especially prickly. “Homeowners buy plants without

»

knowing their growth habits,” says Kukol. “They should pick
plants that grow only to the size they want. If they need a five-
foot-high screening between their yard and the neighbor’s, they
shouldn’t put in something that grows 10 feet high. It'll have to

be chopped back all the time.”

Many homeowners are cutting down
on their lawn sizes while
enlarging flower beds and areas
of groundcovers and mulch.

Madlinger adds that nurseries
often mislabel plants’ maximum
height,"so either get a knowl-
edgeable planner or do some
homework. “These days you can
look up any plant, shrub and
tree on line.”

He lists other considerations,
such as planting a shade tree in
e the right place, the view of the

» garden from the house, the cor-
rect mixture of color and texture, and, of course, curb appeal.
Beyond the greenery there are special features to consider, from
fencing to fountains.

Surprisingly, there’s little difference between designing a land-
scape and an interior, according to garden planners. They advo-
cate that you think of a tree or shrub as you would a chair or sofa
in a room. Then think of a lawn as the rug, and flowers, vines and
groundcovers as accessories. It's all in the layering, they claim.
This is what contributes most to the finished product.

YARD MAKEOVERS

Giving a tired or overgrown yard a new look is a challenge that
both Kukol and Madlinger cherish.
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“When you take over an old garden,
you have to assess,” says Kukol. “Why
doesn’t this yard look right? Why is that
shrub sickly? What's the matter with the
lawn? What was originally planned? Only
after assessing numerous variables can you
make a yard better. And once it's in shape,
it has to be maintained. Only proper main-
tenance can keep a design consistent.”

“1 always walk the landscape with the
homeowner to evaluate various features,”
Madlinger adds. “Together we'll decide
what can be kept, what can be transplant-
ed to another spot and what has to go.”
BRAVE NEW LAWN

Tired of high water bills, weekly mow-
ings and a schedule of fertilizing and
weed-control applications, homeowners
are taking a good look at new options.

Xeriscaping, a term based on the Greek
word for dry, is one of them. It uses na-
tive plant materials rather than exotic
imports. The colors and textures of indig-
enous vines, shrubs and perennial flowers
are played up, and there are many types of
grasses, some drought-resistant. So even if
you're conservation-minded, you needn't
neglect your lawn.

Madlinger says many of his clients are
cutting down on their lawn sizes while
enlarging flower beds and areas of ground-
covers and mulch. However, he favors the
inclusion of a lawn in practically every
landscape. “It creates a balance,” he notes.

Madlinger is enthusiastic about a new
perennial grass called Hunterdon County
Mix. “It's a mix of four kinds of fescue,
two Kinds of ryegrass, and bluegrass,” he
explains. “It's an excellent all-purpose
mix and even does well in shade. I just
checked on a project where we seeded
15,000 square feet with this mix just two
weeks ago and it's already a full short mat
of grass.”

HIRING A LANDSCAPER

If you want a good landscape-mainte-

nance firm, it isn’t enough to open the

phone book and sign up with the first

company you see. l((‘l’ﬂ(‘lﬂb(‘l’, not every
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+ Consecutive day installation
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WHAT DOES IT COST?

A typical estimate for lawn service includes prices for weekly lawn cut, weeding beds,
trimming hedges and a chemical program. These items may be priced individually or
lumped together as a monthly maintenance price. Usually, companies discount prices
if you sign up for several services. A weekly lawn cut for half an acre averages $40 to
$60. Expect to pay extra for weeding beds.
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Medallion Cabinetry offers nearly 6500 combinations of door styles, wood species and
finishes giving you the inspiration to create the room of your dreams. Visit one of our
our valued dealers below and discover the magic within.

Chelsea Kitchen and Bath Design Studio Fleetwood Kitchens & Baths
14 Bridgewaters Dr,, Suite C, Oceanport 107 Sherman Ave., Raritan
(732) 542-1500 (908) 722-0126

Woodhaven Kitchen & Design Centers + NEW LOCATION *

200 James St. 1303 Richmond Ave. 725 E. Bay Ave. 845 Broad St. 246A Ryders Ln.
Lakewood Pt. Pleasant Beach Manahawkin Shrewsbury Milltown
(732) 901-0556 (732) 295-8800 (609) 597-1118 (732) 933-0313 (848) 299-4760

lawn-care service offers the same services,
certifications and professionalism.

Kukol suggests you get references from
each company and look at the gardens
they're taking care of. Make sure the ser-
vice has business, liability and workers’
comp insurance, and ask whether they
provide work beyond lawn care. Ask to
see the company’s portfolio. Study the
pictures for their overall effects as well as
clean edging and healthy plants. Make
sure the firm gives proper notice before
spraying chemicals, as you’ll want kids
and pets out of the way. And get every-
thing in writing,

BEWARE OF INVADERS

Invasive plants are a big concern, so get
the firm doing your lawn to guarantee it
works with clean blades. Once the seeds
of garlic mustard get into your yard, you'll
be fighting pesky, tall spikes for forever.

Madlinger points out that the State of
New Jersey now lists many popular va-
rieties as invasive plants. These include
such old standbys as forsythia, vinca and
Boston ivy.

“They can be pruned and kept within
bounds in most home gardens,” explains
Madlinger, “but next to fields or forests
they can become a problem. Heck, I have
even seen Japanese barberry in the mid-

dle of a forested area. These plants are



Courtesy of Sweeney Landscape Services

problems because they take over native
plants. It's becoming a serious problem
in New Jersey. The good news is there
are many excellent substitutes for the old
garden favorites. For example, there’s a
new forsythia that doesn’t spread, and
it flowers earlier and longer than the old
species. There’s another plant we're using
a lot now. It’s called Fothergilla Mr. Airy,
and it blooms before the leaves come on.
[t's deer-resistant, too.” @

LANDSCAPING MYTHS

Yard care is mired in myths. Here
are a couple:

It isn't true that you should water
your lawn in the evening to con-
serve water. Doing so is harmful.
The water ends up sitting on top of
the grass, allowing lawn fungus and
disease to fester.

If I mow my grass shorter, I won't
have to do it as often. Not so. Youll
rob your lawn of its ability to produce
sugar from photosynthesis, expos-
ing sensitive root systems to exces-
sive sun and giving weeds a leg up.

/

Your home is a special place
where everything is inspired
by your unique taste and
lifestyle. Look to Canterbury
Design's nationally recognized
award winning designers to
create kitchen perfection

CANTERBURY
DESIGN

Kitchen Interiors

reflecting your every desire,
View our website portfolio
of creative ideas and visit
our showroom to realize the
variety of inspiring possibili-
ties. Or call us to schedule
an appointment.

Morristown, NJ + 103 Ridgedale Avenue * 973-539-3339

RESOURCES

Ambleside Gardens & Nursery
Hillsborough, 908.359.8388

Blooms at Montgomery Gardens

The Farm At Green Village
Green Village, 9733778703
wwwihefarmatgreenvillage com

Belle Mead, 908.359.8002 J&M Home & Garden
www.montgomerygardens.com Madison, 9733774740
Cipriano Custom Pools Jeff's Landscape Design &
and Landscaping Construction LLC

Mahwah, 201.785.0800 Cranford, 908.2729150
Fairfield Garden Center Odyssey Land Design Group

Fairfield, 9732274449

Howell, 732462.7868

Patrick Boaq Landscape
Design LLC

Colts Neck, 732.7619180
www.boaglandscapedesign.com
Pillari Bros

Howell, 732 3635188

Sweeney Landscape Services, LLC
Mt. Freedom, 973895.2151
www.sweeneylandscape.com
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The Kitchen Classics i

The Kitchen Classics has provided innovative design and craftsmanship in kitchens, baths and
custom interiors for over 40 years. We are a complete turnkey design center with a 3,500-square-foot
showroom that will satisfy the needs and wants of even the most discerning customer.

2268 Springfield Ave., Vauxhall-Union, NJ
908.964.7101
www.theKitchenClassics.com

Sophisticated Style
and Affordable Elegance

In 1993, Frank Matarazzo and Maria Cappello realized there was no design-driven tile and stone
outlet available to serve the architectural and design community. “Highway tile stores” sold bulk
materials and did not offer design services. Mediterranean Tile & Marble is built upon a foundation
of architecture, interior design and merchandising, combined with an artisan’s knowledge of tile
and stone. Their trademark is presentation: Mediterranean Tile has developed the unique ability to
give its clients a vision of the finished product before they even put hammer to nail. Whether your project is the construction of a new home, an all-
encompassing major renovation, a small bathroom or a kitchen backsplash, Mediterranean Tile can accommodate your needs and meet your budget.

Mediterranean Tlle & Marble
461 Rte. 46 West, Fairfield, NJ * 7 Olcott Square, Bernardsville, NJ
Toll Free: 866.668.TILE ® www.medtile.com

“The Hampton” by Canterbury Design

This Hampton-inspired kitchen features white shaker inset cabinets, a mantel-style hood and
illuminated mullion glass cabinet doors, blending seamlessly with the new coffered ceiling. The
matte look of honed black granite tops, maple block top at the bar, bead board and white subway
tile backsplashes, with a white Rohl farm sink, complete the theme. The end result of this inspired
project is a home enjoyed by all that feels like summer year round.

Morristown, NJ
973.539.3339

Back to Nature
Home & Garden

Are you planting an organic vegetable garden this year? Would your kids like to learn
about honey bees? Do you need to find a unique hostess gift? Instead of driving to
several places, visit Back to Nature Home & Garden. This brand-new retail location
offers an expansive selection of plants such as natives, organic vegetables, unusual
perennials, fruit trees and more. The interior is stocked with artisanal pottery, soaps,
candles and jewelry to start. An event center will host a multitude of programs
ranging from “All About Bees" to “Garden Boot Camp” and a slew of organic
gardening classes. For more information visit www.backtonature.net.

3055 Valley Road, Basking Ridge, NJ
908.350.7506 * www.backtonature.net

Madlinger Exterior Design is a full-service, landscape architecture/design company. We specialize in the complete
installation of your landscape project and offer a maintenance program to keep your new project manicured. Our dedi-
cated staff is composed of the highest-quality professionals found in the industry, S0 you can rest assured your project
I\; ADLING ER will be handled with the attention it deserves. Every outdoor living space we create is designed to enhance the natural
BETEAIOR-RESION beauty of your existing landscape, crafting a timeless design that is true to the individuality of both the home and client.
We welcome you to visit our website or follow us on Facebook. Madlinger Exteriof Design is a proud member of the American Society of Landscape Archi-
tects, certified by the Interlocking Pavement Concrete Institute (ICPI), and certified by Techo-Bloc as a Techo-Pro Contractor. We are also accredited through

the Better Business Bureau of New Jersey (BBB). Madlinger Exterior Design » Branchburg, NJ

908.203.0080 » www.MadlingerExteriorDesign.com
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